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not indicate an absence of the emotions themselves,
but simply their confinement within narrow limits,
by the conditions under which they were placed.
Slavery, for example, is abominable; but I see no
reason for supposing that the slave-holders in
America were worse men by innate constitution
than their opponents. They were corrupted by their
position.

This, in any case, leads to another problem.
Were the Greeks more or less altruistic than
other races ? If you could show that altruistic
races had survived while the Greeks perished, there
might be a presumption that the want of altruism
was the cause of their decay. But this again does
not seem to be the case. Hardly one of the
ancient races, indeed, has survived unvaried. The
Romans were at least as brutal as the Greeks,
and, one would say, as far from " altruistic ". Yet
they overpowered the Greeks. How, then, can it
be inferred that the Greeks perished because of
defective altruism ? The struggle for existence was
between races equally defective to all appearance
in that quality; and it must be a sophistry to
signalise its absence in one as the cause of its
disappearance. There is, indeed, one race to
which every one would turn as the most prominent
example of survival, namely, the Jews. The Jews